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When it's too hard to look back and you are afraid  

to look forward, look beside you.... I'll be there!

YOUR RESCUE DOG
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The work that the dedicated team at PTSD Dogs does by rescuing displaced and 
homeless dogs and supporting veterans and first responders is life changing for all 
involved. 

Before being elected to the Australian Parliament in 
2016 I served as a Queensland Police Officer, and I was 
involved in road crash investigations. My years as a first 
responder have left a lasting impact and given me an 
understanding of how PTSD impacts the daily lives of 
people living with the condition.

Angie and Roger Weeks and their team of trainers, 
volunteers, and supporters have gained significant 
recognition for the important work they do. During 2025, 
the organisation has been a nominee and finalist in the 
2025 Kings Trust Awards, Commonwealth Business of 
the Year Award, and the 2025 Sunshine Coast Business 
awards – Social Impact category.

In 2025, PTSD Dogs moved to a new property in 
Cooroibah with a dedicated training shed, agility training 
area, training sensory garden, and plenty of room for 
future expansion.

Five dogs have been placed in the last year, including two 
assistance dogs, two therapy dogs, and one bomb detection dog in training with the Australian Army.

PTSD Dogs have also launched the Train Your Own assistance dog program to support people to train their 
existing dog to mitigate their anxiety, depression, or PTSD symptoms.

A dog’s ability to read emotions and pick up stress signals make them a perfect companion and helper, and 
trained PTSD Assistance Dogs are making significant and positive differences in many lives.

It has been an honour to support the work of PTSD Dogs Australia, and Angie and her team deserve 
congratulations on their recognition, achievements, and work in Rescuing Dogs Who Rescue Veterans and 
First Responders.

Llew O’Brien
Federal Member for Wide Bay 
Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives
Patron – PTSD Dogs Australia

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PATRON
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR CEO

CEO Annual Report: A Year of Growth, Impact, and Gratitude

As we reflect on another remarkable year together, my heart is filled with both pride and gratitude. The journey 
we share of transforming lives through the healing power of Assistance Dogs continues to inspire and humble 
me every day.

This year, we took a bold step forward with the purchase of our new home at Cooroibah. This space represents 
more than just land and buildings; it embodies our vision for the future a safe haven where our Handlers can 
come to learn, heal, and grow. Here, just like our dogs, there is no judgement, only unconditional love. Our dream 
is for Cooroibah to be a place where people feel empowered and supported, understanding that helping others 
means giving them the tools and space to overcome challenges themselves.

We are incredibly proud of our achievements this year:

•	Finalist in the King’s Trust Australia Awards – Business of the Year

•	Finalist in the Sunshine Coast Business Awards – Social Impact

These honours recognise the real and lasting impact our organisation is making in the community, and they 
belong to each member of our Pack.

Our commitment to innovation and inclusivity saw the launch of new programs:

•	Train Your Own Assistance Dog Program: This groundbreaking initiative opens the door for more people to 
access professional, certified assistance dog training. We celebrated our first graduate and have three more 
Handlers in the final stages, learning to train their dogs to meet their specific needs.

•	PAT Certification Program: Ensuring that those who have trained their own dog, or wish to change organisations, 
have a clear pathway to certification and support.

•Supply Teams Success: Two of our supply teams proudly 
reached their GHAD certification, a testament to their 
dedication and the high standards we set.

None of this would be possible without the tireless 
commitment of our staff and volunteers. From working bees 
and dog training to making dog treats, office administration, 
and representing us at events like the Brisbane Care 
Expo your passion and energy are the heartbeat of our 
organisation. I am deeply grateful for every hour, every 
effort, and every act of kindness you bring to our mission.

To our major collaborators: NexGard Spectra, Big Dog 
Food, Hall Payne Lawyers thank you. Our success is your 
success. It takes a strong, driven Pack to create these 
ripples of positive change, and together, we are making a 
profound difference.

Continued...
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PTSD Dogs Australia LTD is registered with the ACNC as a charity who is advancing social or public 
welfare and is a Public Benevolent Institution (PBI) 18 May 2018 and endorsed by the ATO to access 
tax concessions including the prestigious DGR endorsement and is covered by Item 1 Section 30.15 of 
the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997.

As we move forward, our vision for Cooroibah and our programs grows brighter. Together, we will continue to provide 
spaces and opportunities for healing, growth, and empowerment guided always by compassion, respect, and the 
belief in unconditional love. Thank you for standing with us, believing in us, and making this journey possible.

With heartfelt gratitude,

Angie Weeks

Growth Becomes Strength only after Continuous Dogged Determination
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ABOUT US

PTSD Dogs Australia is a passionate, community-driven organisation dedicated to supporting people living with PTSD. 
While our roots are in serving Veterans and 000 First Responders, our mission has grown. Today, we proudly work with a 
diverse group of individuals including civilians who are navigating the challenges of PTSD, anxiety, and related conditions. 
Our team is made up of people with lived experience, deep empathy, and a shared commitment to making a real difference.

Our Commitment
We understand that trauma can affect anyone, regardless of background or profession. Our gratitude for the service of 
Veterans and 000 First Responders remains at our core, but we now extend our support to all who need it, recognising that 
PTSD does not discriminate. Our mission is to connect people from all walks of life with expertly trained PTSD Assistance 
Dogs, providing not just companionship, but a renewed sense of hope, independence, and belonging.

Expanding Our Services: Train Your Own Program
Recognising the unique needs of each individual, we now offer a Train Your Own Program. This innovative approach 
empowers clients including civilians, Veterans, and First Responders to actively participate in the training of their own 
PTSD Assistance Dog, under the guidance of our experienced trainers. This program fosters a deeper bond between 
Handler and dog and ensures that support is accessible to a wider community.

What We Do
•	  Free or low cost, Lifetime Support: All our services, including the Train Your Own Program, are provided at no cost or low 
subsidised cost to our clients. We believe that financial barriers should never stand in the way of healing.

•	  Training with Heart: Our training is rooted in games, love, and respect, creating a positive environment for both dogs and 
Handlers.

•	  Community at the Core: We are a supportive, inclusive team, dedicated to walking alongside our clients every step of the 
way.

The Role of PTSD Assistance Dogs
A PTSD Assistance Dog is a lifeline, not just a pet. These highly trained dogs:

•	  Mitigate the challenges of PTSD and anxiety for people from all backgrounds.

•	  Create a safe personal space in public, helping Handlers feel secure and confident.

•	  Disrupt negative behaviours and provide grounding through touch, nuzzling, or deep pressure therapy.

•  Help Handlers stay present during distressing episodes.

•	  All our dogs meet strict hygiene and behaviour standards, ensuring they are welcome in public spaces.

Transforming Lives
Our impact is seen in the stories of our Handlers Veterans, First Responders, and civilians alike who have:

•  Found hope and support through their Assistance Dogs.

•  Reconnected with loved ones and communities.

•	  Reduced reliance on medication and regained independence.

•  Rediscovered the confidence to engage in daily life.

Giving Dogs a Second Chance
We are committed to saving lives both human and canine. By rescuing dogs from shelters and training them as PTSD 
Assistance Dogs, we give these animals a second chance while reducing wait times for those in need. Our Animal Assisted 
Smiles Program further supports 000 First Responder resiliency and strengthens the human animal bond.

Our Mission
At PTSD Dogs Australia, we believe in second chances, inclusivity, and lifelong support. Our team is united by compassion, 
respect, and a drive to create brighter futures for Veterans, First Responders, civilians, and shelter dogs. Through love, 
understanding, and innovative programs like Train Your Own, we bring healing and hope to those who need it most. Join 
us in building a community where everyone affected by PTSD can find support, connection, and a path forward.
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PTSD Dogs Australia’s unique Rescue First 
approach not only saves dogs but also 

delivers measurable benefits to individuals, 
families and the broader community.

Director Psychologist Megan James

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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DOG MOVEMENT

1 Dog & 1 Human = a new leash on life

DOG PLACEMENT



BEQUEATH

A LEGACY THAT KEEPS WORKING
For Veterans.
For First Responders
For the future.
At PTSD Dogs Australia our work is not just about today. It is about what continues tomorrow… and long after. 
This is why we have created two clear legacy pathways Bequeath and Living Bequeath. Both are built on the same 
principle impact that lasts, without pressure, urgency, or obligation

A different way to think about Legacy
Most legacy giving focuses on money.
We focus on outcomes. A trained assistance dog changes the trajectory of a life. The systems behind that dog 
determine how many lives can be changed in the future. Legacy, done well, supports both.
Whether planned for later or activated now, legacy with PTSD Dogs Australia is about leaving something that 
continues to do its job quietly, respectfully, and effectively.

Why PTSD Dogs Australia
We exist to deliver outcomes that endure. Our focus is not volume, visibility, or short-term wins.
It is sustainability, capability, and long-term impact. 
This is why individuals, advisers, and professional partners trust us with legacy conversations.
Because legacy requires confidence that the organisation will still be standing, still doing the work, and still 
honouring intent years from now.

Starting the conversation
You may be at the beginning of your journey, somewhere in the middle, or simply curious about how this work 
continues into the future. Wherever you are, the door is open. Getting in touch does not commit you to anything. 
There is no expectation to proceed and no obligation to share more than you are comfortable with. Our role is to 
provide clear information and answer questions honestly, at your pace.
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Our fingerprints don’t fade from the lives we touch.           
		                                   Judy Blume



DIRECTOR’S REPORT
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A Year of Strategic Growth and Gratitude
It is with deep gratitude and a profound sense of achievement that we present our Director’s Report for PTSD Dogs 
Australia Ltd. Our unique Rescue First approach continues to stand as a beacon of hope not only saving dogs, 
but also delivering measurable and meaningful benefits to individuals, families, and the broader community. This 
unwavering focus has been the driving force behind our outcomes for the period 2024-2025.

The Bow and Arrow Analogy: Pulling Back to Propel Forward
This year, our strategic direction was inspired by the Bow and Arrow analogy recognising that sometimes one must pull 
back in order to launch further ahead. It became clear that the Black Mountain property could no longer accommodate 
our vision for future growth. In response, our Founders, Roger and Angie Weeks, made the pivotal decision to acquire 
a new property. The acquisition of the $2 million Cooroibah property a sprawling 10 acre site in the heart of the 
Noosa Shire was both a bold and necessary step. Its central location offers optimal access for community training. 
Entering the property market at such a competitive time, this purchase represents a significant commitment to our 
long-term future, prompting us to carefully plan and develop for sustainable expansion.

Focused Effort Amidst Transition
Given the demands of this transition, we made the strategic decision to temporarily reduce the number of dogs 
rescued. This allowed us to provide dedicated support to our current dogs and handlers, while also focusing on 
critical growth initiatives most notably, the development of our new headquarters and the enhancement of training 
facilities.

Despite the challenges, our small yet formidable team demonstrated unwavering dedication. This collective effort 
resulted in:
•Installation of air conditioning in the office areas
•Creation of dog safe, securely fenced zones
•	A comprehensive facelift for our training shed, with ongoing improvements planned
•	Establishment of a shopfront and an information session area, already successfully utilised for future handlers, 
fosters, and community events
•	Installation of a dog wash hydro bath and washing machine, including all necessary electrical upgrades
•	A significant expansion of our training space, with the installation of a 24-metre-long by 5-metre-wide Stratco awning 
on a concrete slab

Innovation and Community Engagement
This year also saw the launch of the Train Your Own Program, a vital step in extending our services to more people 
especially in anticipation of forthcoming changes to National Assistance Dog legislation over the next 12-24 months. 
Our trainers continue to refine and grow this program, and we are excited about the development of our Training Log 
App, which, though in its early stages, promises to enhance our services when launched towards the end of 2026.

Education and advocacy remain central to our mission. Our CEO was honoured to serve as a guest speaker at the 
Australian Events Care Expo, sharing insights and fostering greater community awareness and accessibility for all 
assistance dog teams.

Looking Back with Pride, Moving Forward with Purpose
The Board is immensely proud of our Pack’s achievements and the life changing outcomes witnessed for both our 
dogs and their handlers. We are truly blessed to observe the positive ripple effects in the lives we touch. To the 
extraordinary individuals and organisations who so generously contribute their time, energy, and resources we salute 
you. Our successes are your successes. To our dedicated staff, few in number but mighty in spirit, our heartfelt thanks.

Closing Reflections
In closing, it is through collective resilience, focus, and unwavering effort that our Pack is being propelled into a 
promising future. We embrace the challenges and triumphs alike, confident that together, we are moving ever closer 
to our vision. Here’s to continued success and transformation in 2026.

With deepest gratitude,

The Board of PTSD Dogs Australia
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Strategic Plan

Programmes

Collaboration 
Partnerships

VISION
Every rescue dog can 
save a human, equally 
every human can save 
a rescue dog. 

MISSION
To rescue dogs who 
rescue Veterans & 
First Responders

BELIEF
There are rescue dogs 
who have the potential to 
enhance Mental Health for 
Veterans and First 
Responders with Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder.

OUR STRENGTHS OUR STRATEGIC PILLARS

Dog Welfare

Community 
Awareness

Enhancing Mental 
Health

OUR CORE BUSINESS

Rescuing Dogs

Training Dogs as
PTSD Assistance Dogs

Educating Veterans and 
First Responders

OUR SCORECARD

Customer & 
Stakeholder 
Satisfaction

Mission 
Impact

Program 
Outcomes

Volunteer 
Engagement 
& Satisfaction

DELIVERED THROUGH:OUR MISSION:

Personal 
experience 
with PTSD

Narrow focus on 
Veterans and First 
Responders allows 
specialisation

Positive 
partnerships

Rescuing dogs
MEASURED BY:

OUR VALUES:

Respect Trust Compassion Resilience Collaboration
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The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements. These statements should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report.
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The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements. These statements should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report.
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The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements. These statements should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report.
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The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements. These statements should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report.
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AUDITORS REPORT
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OUR CORPORATE SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS


